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The world of health care changes rapidly. The twentyfirst century presents the health care professionals with more challenges than ever before—but with challenge comes opportunity. Job prospects for dental assistants have never been better. The Bureau of Labor Statistics expects employment in our field to grow much faster than the average for all occupations through the year 2018. Population growth and greater retention of natural teeth will fuel demands for dental services. As the health care industry requires more services to be completed by dentists, the dental assistant will be more valuable and needed than ever before. Many states are passing legislation that allows for expansion in skills that dental assistants can provide with additional training. Placing restorations, obtaining virtual impressions and monitoring general sedation are a few examples. As dental assistants, you’ll be expected to take on an increasing number of clinical and administrative responsibilities to stay competitive.

Now is the time to equip yourselves with the range of skills and competencies you’ll need to excel in the field. Now is the time to maximize your potential, to expand your base of knowledge, and to dedicate yourself to becoming the multifaceted dental assistant required in the twenty-first century. This text and complete learning system, Dental Assisting: A Comprehensive Approach, 4th edition, will guide you as a dental assisting student on this journey. The result of years of research, writing, and testing, this system is designed to prepare the dental assisting student for the Dental Assisting National Board (DANB) certification examination and the workplace. It presents information in a unique manner, using a variety of formats that account for the many ways in which today’s students learn. To receive the full value of Dental Assisting: A Comprehensive Approach, 4th edition, it’s important to understand the structure of the text, chapters, and supplements and how they are all integrated into a complete learning system. Together, these materials will make your dental assisting education comprehensive and meaningful, providing you with the skills, knowledge, principles, values, and understanding needed to excel in your chosen profession.
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