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Which one is tougher, the USMLE or the NEET PG?

August 7, 2023February 15, 2023 by Eric P smith

Aspiring medical professionals often face the daunting task of choosing which standardized exam to take in order to pursue their dreams of becoming doctors. For those looking to practice medicine in the United States or India, the USMLE and the NEET PG are the respective exams to consider. But which one is tougher? In this article, we will provide a detailed comparison of the two exams to help aspiring medical professionals make an informed decision.
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Overview of the USMLE and NEET PG
The United States Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE) is a three-step exam that assesses a physician’s ability to apply knowledge, concepts, and principles that are fundamental to the practice of medicine. The exam is administered by the National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME) and the Federation of State Medical Boards (FSMB).
The National Eligibility cum Entrance Test – Post Graduate (NEET PG) is an entrance exam conducted in India for postgraduate medical courses. The exam is conducted by the National Board of Examinations (NBE) and is a computer-based test.
Format and Content of the USMLE and NEET PG
The USMLE is divided into three steps, with each step testing a different level of medical knowledge and clinical skills. Step 1 focuses on the basic sciences and is a computer-based test. Step 2 is divided into two parts: Clinical Knowledge (CK) and Clinical Skills (CS). Step 3 assesses a physician’s ability to practice unsupervised medicine and is typically taken after the first year of residency training.
The NEET PG is a single exam that is divided into three sections: Part A, Part B, and Part C. Part A consists of 50 questions on anatomy, physiology, and biochemistry. Part B consists of 100 questions on pathology, microbiology, pharmacology, and forensic medicine. Part C consists of 150 questions on community medicine, surgery, obstetrics, gynecology, pediatrics, and medicine.
Difficulty Level of the USMLE and NEET PG
Determining which exam is tougher is subjective and largely depends on the individual’s strengths and weaknesses. However, the USMLE is often considered more challenging due to the extensive preparation required for all three steps, as well as the complexity and depth of the exam questions.
The NEET PG, on the other hand, is a single exam that assesses a candidate’s knowledge in various medical subjects. While the exam is still difficult, many medical professionals find it less challenging than the USMLE due to its focused content.
Passing Rates of the USMLE and NEET PG
The passing rates for both exams vary depending on the level and the year the exam was taken. According to the latest data, the overall pass rate for Step 1 of the USMLE in 2020 was 95%, while the overall pass rate for the NEET PG in 2020 was 86.2%.
Factors Affecting Success in the USMLE and NEET PG
Several factors can affect an individual’s success in either exam, including:
	Prioritizing exam preparation and dedicating adequate time to study
	Understanding the exam format and question types
	Developing effective study habits and techniques
	Seeking guidance and support from mentors or peers
	Staying up-to-date with current medical practices and guidelines

Final Verdict
Both the USMLE and NEET PG are difficult exams that require extensive preparation and dedication. While the USMLE is often considered more challenging due to its comprehensive and multi-step format, the NEET PG is a focused exam that assesses a candidate’s knowledge in various medical subjects.
Ultimately, the choice of which exam to take depends on the individual’s career aspirations and personal preferences.
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